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Dear Sir: 



In connection with this matter, the Applicant hereby attaches United States Patent Office 
Form PTO/SB/08a and copies of the information listed in the enclosed PTO/SB/08a form, 
unless otherwise indicated on such Form. 

The closest prior art citation is believed to be EP 1201596 which corresponds to U.S. 
patent application serial no. 1 0/408,624. The remaining art, cited on the enclosed PTO/SB/08a 
form, was cited during prosecution of that corresponding U.S. patent application or during the 
prosecution of 09/682,870 which is the parent case of 10/408,624. 

With regard to the foreign prior art, enclosed are English translation/abstracts for those 
citations which are available. Please note that DE 1 ,409,307 and FR 1 ,51 0,01 9 were cited by 
the Examiner during prosecution of 09/682,870 but no English translation of either of those 
foreign citations was provided by the Examiner to the Applicant. 
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